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(ENS) Unlike other mainline Protestant
denominations, the Episcopal Church grew
rather than declined in overall worship
attendance during the last five years, says
C. Kirk Hadaway, the Episcopal Church's
new director of research, in a new study just
released by his office. Not counting new
congregations, the Episcopal church
increased by nearly 17,000 attendees from
1995 to 2000, he says.

Most of that growth was added by
churches in the two smallest size categories.
"Very large churches added substantially to
the overall growth of the denomination but
not as much as churches with average
Sunday attendance of 100 or less. Clearly,
smaller churches are the major source of
growth in the Episcopal Church." 

Smaller churches also are more "volatile"
than larger churches -- more likely to grow
but also more likely to decline and die,
according to the study. 

Smaller churches don't have the people,
money, staff and programs that would help
them grow and often have great difficulty
paying a full-time priest. 

“The condition of smaller churches seems
all the more dire because many of the church-
es that are smaller now have declined into
their current size category. Thus the presence
of very weak, declining churches among the
current set of small churches obscures the fact
that many small churches have great potential
for growth,” the study says. 

The study found, for example, “the typi-
cal Episcopal congregation has an average
Sunday attendance of 80 persons—and it is
the typical Episcopal church that has been
our primary source of growth during the
last decade,” according to Hadaway. 

“The point is that any church can grow or
decline, depending where it is on the
growth cycle,” said the Rev. Charles Fulton,

director of congregational growth and
development. "But lots of people are con-
fused about why and how that happens." 

The study is available at http://www.epis-
copalchurch.org/congdev/.

World affairs is ‘moral mess’
(ENS) “The world of international affairs

is a moral mess,” Terry Waite, the former
Anglican envoy held hostage for four years
in Lebanon, told an audience at the Salt
Lake City Library auditorium in May. “I
don't know who is going to clean it up.”

Waite served as an envoy of Archbishop
of Canterbury Robert Runcie in the Middle
East during the 1980s, negotiating with kid-
nappers in Iran and Libya, when he was
taken hostage by the group Islamic Jihad in
Lebanon in 1987. He was released after
1,763 days in captivity in November 1991.

The former hostage told the audience there
are two perceptions in the Arab and Islamic
worlds that should concern the United States:
that the primary motive for the war in Iraq
was economic, and that by going to war the
US has "consolidated the base of terrorism."
In politics, perceptions should be taken as
seriously as reality, he said.

“We need to hear more the voices from
the Nobel Peace Prize winners,” he said in
a later interview. He thinks retired
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and former
President Jimmy Carter and others could be
helpful in restoring morality to the life of
international relations. 

“I reverted to the prayers that I had
learned through the prayer book,” he told
the congregation, “Which were simple,
straightforward and balanced and, in that
way, was able to find some inner peace
amidst the conflict raging all around. That
was a great and wonderful gift.” 

Those prayers and the services of the

church, he said in an interview, also gave
him the opportunity to be in community
even during his more than three years of
strict isolation. It was a great comfort for
him, he said, to feel part of the worldwide
cycle of prayer that Anglicans were saying
with him each day of his captivity. 

He told the congregation that the church
has an important and vital role “to ask the
right questions about root causes and to
make a voice known. A voice of peace, not
a voice that gives way to everything, not a
voice that appeases, but a voice that speaks
out clearly and confidently with the mes-
sage of Christ.”

New Celtic resources available
A new book, A Celtic Primer, has just

been launched by Brendan O'Malley, Dean
of Chapel at the University of Wales,
Lampeter. The traditional meaning of a
primer is that it taught people their prayers
and taught children how to read. The origin
of the primer as a manual of devotion lies in
the Prayer of the Hours chanted in early
medieval monasteries.

This Celtic primer is intended to be used as
a companion to the Bible, encouraging peo-
ple to use the Bible itself as the ideal Book of
Prayer. Prayers within it have been drawn
from Welsh, Irish, Scottish, and Breton texts.
It is several books in one - a daily prayer
book, a reader in Celtic spirituality and poet-
ry and it contains the complete Psalter, which
was the prayer book of the Celtic saints. It
also contains a Celtic Eucharist with three
Eucharistic prayers, which would have been
the ones used in the Celtic world.

A Celtic Primer is published by
Canterbury Press (ISBN 1-85311-490-1)
and has also been published by Continuum
in the US, where there is significant interest
in Celtic Christianity. 

S C H O L A R ’ S  C O R N E R

No, we do not think we have the
original manuscript for any biblical
book. Those have perished, whether by
accident (as in a fire) or because the
original became unusable from too
much handling (oil from the fingers
discolors and darkens manuscripts) and
had to be “retired” and was eventually
burned in a fire.

Some differences between manu-
scripts can be explained as accidental
mistakes. There are accidental errors of
hearing when two words sound alike or
similar, and the scribe wrote the wrong
one. There are also accidental errors of
sight. Some letters in the Hebrew
alphabet look similar and, if the scribe
was not very precise in how he formed

those similar letters, another scribe
copying from his work might easily
write the wrong letter. The same things
can occur when copying Greek manu-
scripts.

Another visual error results in an
entire line from the copied manuscript
being omitted from the new manu-
script. As a scribe works, he reads a
phrase, puts it into his “short-term
memory,” and then writes that phrase
from memory. Then he looks back to
find the phrase he had just copied, so he
can go on to the next phrase. But if two
adjacent lines both ended with the
same phrase or word, his eye might go
to the end of the second of the lines and
accidentally omit an entire line. This

error of sight
can also happen
within a line, if
the same word
occurs more
than once in a
line. It can also
h a p p e n
between two
lines, if the
same word
occurs on two
lines, but close
together. In all
these cases, the
copyist’s eye

may return to the second occurrence of
the word, resulting in the omission of
everything between the two occur-
rences of the word.  

What is so sinister about this sort of
error is that unless you have a manu-
script where this error has not occurred,

you may not even know that an omis-
sion has happened. Or if you suspect
this error has occurred because the text
does not make sense, you have no way
to guess what the lost words were. In
the case of biblical manuscripts, if such
an error happened very early in the his-
tory of the text and we have no manu-
script without the error, we will never
be able to restore the lost words and can
only suspect that some words have
“dropped out” of the text. That is why
textual critics pray for more manuscript
discoveries like the Dead Sea Scrolls!

Next month: Intentional changes in
biblical manuscripts.

The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,

Episcopal life and other religious sub-
jects. Send questions to 2146 Cameron
Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631
or to gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

Do we have originals of any biblical books? I know hand-
written manuscripts contain errors, but what kind of errors
do we find in manuscripts of the Bible?
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